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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION:
WASHINETON, Di€. 20463

UG 15200
Ms.. Julie Ott.
Harvey LA 70058
RE: MUR 6623
Jiilie Off
Dear Ms. Ott::

On January-6, 2012, the Federal. Election Commission. (“Gommission’ ). notified you-that

‘the Commlssmn, in the-normdl course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, had

ascertained information indicating: thiat.you. fiiay have-violated the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as:amended: OniJidly 31, 2012; and after considering all the information, the
Commission disfiiissed this matter ds it pertairis to you. The Hactual and Legal Analysis is

enclosed for-your:information,

The Act provides that “no-perstn shall:make a contributior. in the naiie of another

jperson: or knowingly permiit his name to be used to éffect such.a contribution,” 2 US.C, §441f.
“The: Commission cautions you to take steps to ensure that:your conduct is in compliance with the
Act and the Comiiiiission’s regulations..

'w11=l notlfy you when the entire ﬁle has been closed

1f you have any questions, please contact Delbert K. Rigsby, the-attorney assignéd to this

‘matter, at (202) $94-1650;

Siticerely,

. SUSan L. Lebeaux
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure

Fictual arid Legal Analysis
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
'FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS:
‘RESPONDENT: Julie Ott: . MUR 6623
I.  GENERATION OF THE MATTER

This: matfer was generdted based on itiformation asceitained by the Federal El.ec.ém
‘Cominissioi (“Commission”)in the:normal course of carrying out its.supervisory
responsibilities, See2 U.$:C, § 437g(a)(2).
. FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

A:  Factudl Summary

Information available to the Commission indicates that Scalise for Congress’
(“Commiittee”), the:principal campaign comniittee of Représentative Steplien Scalise, Who was
the successful 2008 candidate: for =the-:i"‘$i’f$;ti ffbngrejs'siénai District iof Louisiana, had received
contributions in 2007 from Wiiliam A. Bennett that reportedly had been made:in the-names of”
Melanie Detloff; Julie Oft dnd Jaines Wyckefffor $2,300 exch. The coiitributions inissue
relate to-the March:8, 2008, Louisiana Republican; special primary election. On its- 2007 Year-
End Report, the Commitiee identified Bennett; who also contributed $2,300-0ri the same date:
as the others, as a.Benetech executive arid conttfbutor Wyckoff as'thie:owner of United |

Properties Development in New Jersey. There:areno employers listed for contiibiitors Ott-and,

‘Detloff. According to, publi¢ sources, Benetech is a limited liability company headquarfered in

New.Orleans for which Bentiett réportedly- serves as President dnd Jillie Ott-as Chiief

Administrative Officer. See BENETECH; http://www:gobenetech com/abotit! (last visited

June 19, 2012). Publicly dvailable state marriage: and Comimission records, refléct that Melanie

Detloff was formerly Bennett’s spouse, See ANCESTRY.COM,
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Julie:Ott
Faetual and Legal Analysis

Piige2,

7dbid=1100-(Nevada Marriage Index, 1956-2005)

{eéporting marriage between Melanie R, Detloff and William A, Bennett on. July 24, 2004);

‘Romney for President, Inc., April 1’5 Quarterly Report af 344 (Apr: 3, 2007) (reattribufing

$2, 100.of coniribution from William Benriett to iy spoiise, Melanie Bentiett),

‘On June 21,2011, after consulting with the Reperts Analysis Division, the
Committee filed 2 Form 99, which:informed.the Commiission that;

On.Deeember 19;:2007, the Scalise for Congress. camvaigh
teeeived four checks.as: part of 4 fundraising event. These checks
‘were ity the athounts of $2,300 each from William Bennett, Julie.:
Oth, James Wyckoffand Melanie Detloff. On June 15,:2011, the
cémpaign was rotified by & donor William Bennett, that he
reimbursed the other three individuals named above for their
respective contributions to:the Scalise for Congress: campalgn
Before this notification on June 15;.2011, the camipaign never had
Aany inforiafion that would have fed to quéstion the vahdlty of the.
checks, The:checksin, question were reported on the FEC report.
filed for the fourth quatter 2007.

The Commitiee futther explained that it wanld disgorge all. four of fhe contributions,

totaling $9,200, to the 1J.S. Treasury, The Cqmmittqe did so on June 21,201 1. See Scalise

for Congress, July I5 Quarterly Report:at 96 (July 14,2011).

In response.to the:Comniission’s notification of this matter;, Ott states that Bennett,

her “boss. at the time,” asked her and the other individnals who made these contributions, “to

write a4 cheek in thie amourit of $2,300 miade payable!” to thie Comimittee, and that Bennett:

Had stated “that he-was at the maxirinitn individual cont¥ibition [limit} and:needed us to
contribute.” Ott Resp. ‘Ot reported Benniett:stated that “he would reinibursecach.of us for
the-coniribution.” Id. Ott further-asserts that she “did not liave kriowledge of how campaign

contributions worked and-was unaware: of what;was allowed and not allowed.” 7d.
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MUR 6623
Juilie Ot
Factual and Legal Analysis
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B.  Légal Avialysis
. The Federal Election ‘Campaign Act-of 1971, as amended (the “Act”) provides that
“no pérson shdll make & contributiofi i the iame of anothet persorn or knowingly perrit His

Harhe 10 bé used to-effect such a-contribution” 2'U:8.C. § 441£. Ott asserts that Bennett:

asked. her:and the other conduits to contribute and promised to reimburse them. ‘Ott suggests.

that: Bennetr’s status-as “her boss” may have influenced her décision te participate in the.
scheénie. 'We bava rio:inforimation that Ott activély participated in the reimbursement:
scheme, and it.appears she simply acted as a-conduit. Based on these circumstances, the

Commission dismisses: this matter as to Julie Oft;
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